Social Science Inquiry Process
Middle School: Grades 6-8
ENGAGE and ASK

The stages of the inquiry process
are illustrated in the graphic to
the right. The graphic is a guide to
a suggested process for
incorporating the Illinois Learning
Standards for Social Science,
particularly the Inquiry Skills
portion of the standards for
Middle School. The statements
contained in the graphic are
suggested steps for each stage of
the process. The intention is to
support teachers with the goal of
engaging students in the inquiry
process.

On the next page you’ll find the
Inquiry Skills Standards for the
Middle Grades along with space to
detail what students will do in the
classroom to ensure they’re
practicing those skills.

Adapted from Minnesota Department of
Education http://www.mncsse.org/
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START

THINK CRITICALLY

How will I engage my students in
the topic and prompt them to ask
questions?

Determine the enduring understandings about the
topic being studied.
Engage your students with the topic by grabbing
their interest with a hook connected to the enduring
understandings.
Allow students to generate questions based upon the
topic and hook.
Determine what questions will be essential
to achieving the enduring
understandings. (Student generated or
teacher determined)
With students, determine what
other information is needed in
order to fully answer the questions.

How will students access and
analyze information about this
topic?
• Have students think about where they can find

answers to the questions posed about the topic.
• Gather and organize multiple primary and
secondary sources.
• Ensure that sources used expose students to
different perspectives and viewpoints about the
topic.
• Students should use sources to collect,
analyze, and interpret data.
• Ensure students are analyzing sources
for credibility, bias, and perspective in
order to identify gaps in the research.

Social
Science

COMMUNICATE FINDINGS
How will students demonstrate
what they have learned and
take action on that learning?

Inquiry

• Determine how students will apply what

they have learned and share their findings with
others.
• Explore appropriate audiences for students to present
conclusions.
• Determine if there is an opportunity for students to
take action and influence others to make more
informed decisions.
• Have students develop strategies to
persuade others, including policy makers
when applicable.
• Prepare students to defend their
analysis
against alternative

REFLECT
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DRAW CONCLUSIONS
How will students synthesize
ideas to answer the questions
posed based on sources used?
• Students should engage in civic discussion to
answer the questions posed while respecting
diverse opinions.
Engage students in evaluating possible courses of
action and their consequences.
Students should make and justify an informed
decision or choice and/or design an action plan
supported by evidence from sources.
Have students evaluate the
consequences of a decision or choice.
Allow students to make revisions
based on feedback and further study.

How will students reflect on what they have learned and how their new
knowledge will impact them in the future?

Middle School
Grades 6-8
Use the space below to note how the Inquiry Skills will be taught in your classroom. Be specific as you make notes of the activities
or prompts you’ll use to ensure students will have the opportunity to practice these skills found in the standards.
How will students practice these skills?

Inquiry Skills
Developing Questions and Planning Inquiries
Constructing
Essential
Questions
Constructing
Supporting
Questions
Determining
Helpful
Sources

Developing Questions and Planning Inquiries

SS.IS.1.6-8: Create essential questions to help guide inquiry about a topic.
SS.IS.2.6-8: Ask essential and focusing questions that will lead to independent research.
SS.IS.3.6-8: Determine sources representing multiple points of view that will assist in organizing a research plan.
Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence

Gathering and
Evaluating
Sources

Less Complex (LC)
SS.IS.4.6-8.LC.: Determine the
value of sources by evaluating
their relevance and intended use.

SS.IS.5.6-8.LC: Appropriately
Developing
cite all sources utilized.
Claims and
Using Evidence

Moderately Complex (MdC)
SS.IS.4.6-8.MdC: Determine the
credibility of sources based upon their
origin, authority and context.

More Complex (MC)
SS.IS.4.6-8.MC: Gather relevant
information from credible sources and
determine whether they support each
other.

SS.IS.5.6-8.MdC: Identify evidence
from multiple sources to support
claims, noting its limitations.

SS.IS.5.6-8.MC: Develop claims and
counterclaims while pointing out the
strengths and limitations of both.

Communicating Conclusions and Taking Informed Action
More Complex (MC)
Less Complex (LC)
Moderately Complex (MdC)
SS.IS.6.6-8.LC: Construct
SS.IS.6.6-8.MdC: Construct
SS.IS.6.6-8.MC: Present arguments
arguments using claims and
explanations using reasoning,
and explanations that would appeal
Communicatin evidence from multiple sources,
correct sequence, examples and
to audiences and venues outside the
g Conclusions while acknowledging their
details, while acknowledging their
classroom using a variety of media.
strengths and limitations.
strengths and weaknesses.
Critiquing
Conclusions

SS.IS.7.6-8: Critique the structure and credibility of arguments and explanations (self and others).

Taking
Informed
Action

SS.IS.8.6-8.LC: Analyze
how a problem can
manifest itself and the
challenges and
opportunities faced by
those trying to address it.

SS.IS.8.6-8.MdC: Assess individual
and collective capacities to take
action to address problems and
identify potential outcomes.

SS.IS.8.6-8.MC: Apply a range of
deliberative and democratic
procedures to make decisions and
take action in schools and community
contexts.

Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence

Communicating Conclusions and Taking
Informed Action

